
Did you know Michigan Technological University used to have a bowling alley in the 
Memorial Union Building (MUB) basement? It’s not bowling alley anymore. It’s something 
better—the Alley makerspace.  

What is a makerspace? It is an environment where everyone in the Michigan Tech 
community—students, staff, faculty and community members—is encouraged and supported to 
create.  

The Alley started as an idea that Mary Raber came up with 10 years ago that, until the 
fall of 2014, was only a dream. The University Innovation (UI) Fellows—a global program that 
empowers students to become agents of change at their schools—wanted to provide a 
makerspace on campus to encourages innovation and entrepreneurship for the entire 
community—at no cost. So they took that dream, and they ran with it.  

Once the UI Fellows decided to create a makerspace, the next step was to figure out 
what the community wanted from it. “On a Friday night in November 2015, we invited the 
campus community to help design the space,” said Magann Dykema, the Alley’s student 
director. From there, the fellows determined what requests could be met. Dykema said that the 
makerspace is a prototype in itself, as it is “always adapting as people request more things to go 
in the space.” 

Michigan Tech President Glenn Mroz gave the old MUB bowling alley to the UI Fellows 
to use for the makerspace with the condition that the lanes had to stay. The lanes remain, and 
the Alley makerspace opened in the fall of 2016, equipped with tables that Milwaukee Tools, the 
Alley’s first sponsor, helped build during Orientation Week with a group of about 30 students. 
The Alley is open for normal use from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and also 
does class-like events led by student coaches who specialize in different programs and tools 
and can encourage students to sharpen their skills.  

For example, student coach Alex Israels leads a seminar on how to build a robotic 
autonomous car with an Arduino, which is an open source microcontroller used for prototyping. 
Now a second-year student, Israels started volunteering as a coach his first year at Tech.  

“It was really rewarding to see other students like me get excited and understand all the 
cool things that they can do with one of these microcontrollers,” Israels says, “It's an amazing 
environment where people work hard to build others up and share their ideas and creativity.” 
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