
Preparing to Make a Difference in the World 
  
How can you take a passion for service, a love of geese, and the knowledge you’ve 
gained at Michigan Tech and apply that to the world? One way is to prepare for the 
Peace Corps in the Peace Corps Prep program of the Pavlis Honors College. 
  
We’ve all heard of the Pavlis Honors College. It’s more than just a place to show off a 
high GPA, which is commonly the focus of honors colleges. The Pavlis Honors College 
offers different pathways for its students, and the pathway that offers the opportunity to 
unite a passion for service and technical knowledge (and yes, possibly even a love for 
geese) is the Peace Corps Prep pathway. 
  
The Peace Corps is a volunteer program run by the US State Department to provide 
technical assistance to developing countries while familiarizing those countries with the 
US and Peace Corps volunteers with other cultures.  Volunteers work for two years after 
training for three months. The application process is highly selective; only about 5,000 
out of 20,000 applicants are accepted. 
  
Peace Corps Prep can up the odds that a Michigan Tech student will be accepted. The 
program aligns with the training and skills that the Peace Corps looks for in an 
applicant. Students focus in an area of international development such as health, 
education or the environment. Those who complete the program receive a certificate 
from the Peace Corps as well as honors recognition at graduation and on their diploma. 
  
Laura Schimmel is a 4th year materials science and mechanical engineering student 
with a love for geese  who is following the Peace Corps Prep pathway. Schimmel 
volunteered this summer at the Niabi Zoo in Coal Valley, Illinois, which fulfilled the 
immersion experience requirement of Peace Corps Prep. She worked with the Oceans 
and Pollinators exhibits, teaching visitors about the different animals in the exhibits and 
the importance of environmental conservation. 
  
“Sometimes we don’t feel connected with the exotic animals at the zoo, but we might be 
more closely related than we think,” Schmimmel said. This was an idea she focused on 
teaching to visitors, pointing out that “the zoo is about 10 miles from the Mississippi 
River, which connects directly to the Gulf of Mexico, and ultimately out to the Caribbean 
Sea and Atlantic Ocean, so what happens in the river in Illinois can affect the animals 
that you see in the zoo whose native habitats are the sea or ocean.” 
  
Now about those geese. 



Schimmel grew up on a farm raising chickens, ducks, turkeys and geese. “I absolutely 
love my ducks and geese-- they’re so friendly and social,” Schimmel said, “They each 
have a distinct personality, and if they get separated, they start honking and quacking… 
until they become reunited.” Growing up on a farm can lead to a love of animals--not to 
mention hard work--both of which form a strong foundation for Peace Corps work.  
  
There are six different sectors in which one can serve in the Peace Corps: education, 
agriculture, community economic development, health, environment and youth 
development. Schimmel plans to serve in either the agricultural or environmental sector, 
where she may help a community explore more sustainable agricultural methods or 
teach middle schoolers about biodiversity and conservation. Her interest in these 
sectors is driven by a passion for environmental sustainability. 
  
To participate in the Pavlis Honors College Peace Corps Prep pathway, a student must 
commit for a minimum of two years. During that time, the student will complete the 
Global Community Development Partnerships minor, a hands-on experience aligned 
with a sector of Peace Corps work, and several other honors requirements, such as 
seminar classes, an honors project, leadership and mentoring. 
  
The director of the Peace Corps Prep program is Kari Henquinet from the Social 
Sciences department. “The program integrates nicely with iDesign or other already 
existing global and community oriented student programs,” said Henquinet, who served 
in the Peace Corps herself. “This pathway isn’t just for those looking to join the Peace 
Corps- it’s for anyone looking to broaden their horizons.”  
  
 


